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By Chrystal Smith
U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden Public

Affairs Office

During the holiday
season the spirit of giv-
ing possesses many. The
focus of most of the world
is on giving the perfect
gift to loved ones, friends,
teachers and coworkers.
But for members of the
U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden Better Oppor-
tunities for Single Soldiers
program, it was showing
kindness to a group of
children in a local Mainz
clinic.

Six members of the pro-
gram visited the Univer-
sity of Mainz Children’s
Clinic Dec. 18 to deliver
cards, candy and stuffed
animals to children who
were suffering from vari-
ous severe illnesses.

“I hope to bring a smile
to the children’s faces. I
hope to bring joy during
this holiday season,” said
Sgt. Naymar Hernandez,
2nd Military Intelligence
Battalion, just before ar-

riving at the clinic.
During the ride over

the Soldier learned more
details about the general
conditions of the patients
they were planning to
visit. For some of the pa-
tients, this would be their
last Christmas, as they
were deemed terminal can-
cer patients. Others were
receiving treatment that
would perhaps add more
days or years to their
young lives.

“It’s important to reach
out to people,” said
Hernandez, a Tampa, Fla.
native who said she has
done other types of com-
munity service in other lo-
cations since serving in
the military.

And while gift-giving
is customary during the
latter part of the year, the
gesture extended to the
patients of the clinic was
not taken for granted

“It’s wonderful to see
that other people do care
and they share their gifts
with us,” said Meike
Radloff, University of

BOSS spreads holiday cheer to Mainz youths
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Sgt. Charles Jones Jr., Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, U.S.
Army Garrison Wiesbaden, presents Kaur Savkirth a teddy bear Dec. 18
during a visit to Mainz University’s Childrens Clinic.

Mainz Children’s Clinic
nurse, who explained the
patients in the ward were
diagnosed with cancer or
some other rare diseases,
and are receiving chemo-
therapy, radiation or are
in recovery.

“It is wonderful. … The
kid is happy,” said
Malvinder Singh, speak-
ing of what the visit from
BOSS meant to his 11-year-
old daughter who was re-
covering from an opera-
tion she had undergone
Dec. 4 to remove a tumor.

The Soldiers were not
able to visit each patient
because the circum-
stances of their infirmi-
ties dictated otherwise.
However, the soldiers left
gifts for them all before
continuing on to other
parts of the clinic to share
the remaining gifts with
other children during the
visit.

“I think you can see
the kids really appreciated
everything,” said Radloff,
as she expressed her grati-
tude to the Soldiers.

Accommodation guidance available online
By Sara Goodeyon

U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden Public Affairs

Office

The U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden Equal Employment
Office has a new reasonable
accommodation Standing Op-
eration of Procedure document
available on the garrison
website.

Reasonable accommodation
is for individuals who have a
disability and are otherwise
qualified or ca-
pable of doing
the essential du-
ties of the job. It
was made pos-
sible by Execu-
tive Order 13164
that went into ef-
fect in July 2000
establishing a process for rea-
sonable accommodation for
qualified workers.

“The reasonable accommo-
dation is a change in the work
environment or in the applica-

tion process that would enable
a person with a disability to
enjoy equal employment oppor-
tunities,” said Ron Vitiello,
USAG Wiesbaden EEO special-
ist. “Reasonable accommoda-
tion should be considered with
regards to purpose and pro-
cess, the capability to perform
the essential functions of the
job and enjoy benefits of his or
her workplace.”

The new SOP provides de-
tails on the steps to take for

individuals with
disabilities who
may be in need of
a reasonable ac-
c o m m o d a t i o n .
The SOP also in-
cludes the forms
required for be-
ginning the re-

quest process for a reason-
able accommodation. It is im-
portant to remember that if the
condition is not visible, medi-
cal documentation supporting
the condition must be submit-

ted to the supervisor.
Further information about

the types of accommodations
is available at the Computer/
Electronic Accommodations
Program website, http://
www.tricare.mil/CAP.

The website also provides a
catalog of various assistive tech-
nology devices and other items
available for reasonable accom-
modation requests.

Vitiello said the USAG
Wiesbaden EEO will provide
reasonable accommodation
training for garrison supervi-

sors and special staff  to en-
sure that any request is pro-
cessed as quickly as possible.
“As soon as the employees
state to the supervisor that
they have a disability and need
an accommodation then the
process begins,” said Vitiello.
“It is essential that our man-
agers handle the request in a
prompt, fair and efficient man-
ner.”

Each reasonable accommo-
dation request is reviewed on
its own merits as to whether it
can be granted. If a request is

denied, an explanation is pro-
vided.

“Reasonable accommoda-
tion is not about lowering stan-
dards when hiring or working
with people with disabilities,”
said Vitiello. “Reasonable ac-
commodation should be looked
at in a broader context as an
attempt to create an equal play-
ing field for people with dis-
abilities.”

For more information about
reasonable accommodation
contact Vitiello at mil 337-5616
or civ (0611) 705-5616.

“We enjoy bringing
happiness and joy to oth-
ers. … It’s what we do,”
said Spc. Christine
Martinez, BOSS presi-
dent, who said the group
was involved in other
community service
projects during the holi-

day season that included
gift wrapping at the post
exchange, participation at
the community tree light-
ing celebration, and a visit
to see wounded Soldiers
at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center.

Better Opportunities

for Single Soldiers holds
monthly meetings at the
BOSS Center in Building
1062. Single Soldiers in-
terested in joining the pro-
gram should check the
BOSS link at www.
armygermany.com for
more information.

“Reasonable
accommodation
... an attempt to
create an equal
playing field for
people with dis-

abilities.”
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By Karl Weisel
U.S. Army Garrison

Wiesbaden Public Affairs
Office

U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden Child Development
Centers introduced a new pro-
gram Jan. 5 aimed at helping
children better prepare for
school.

The Installation Manage-
ment Command-Europe pilot
program, “Strong Beginnings
Pre-K,” focuses on youngsters’
social, emotional and physical
development while equipping
them with the basic academics
and “kindergarten etiquette”
skills to enhance school readi-
ness, according to Cecilia
Kandler, USAG Wiesbaden
Child, Youth and School Ser-
vices coordinator.

Children entering kindergar-

ten in fall 2009 are eligible for the
program.

The Strong Beginnings Pre-
K program is offered five days
a week.

It is held from 8:30-11:30 a.m.
at the Wiesbaden Army Air-
field Child Development Cen-
ter, located in Building 1502,
and at Hainerberg’s CDC, lo-
cated in Building 7875.
Wiesbaden Army Airfield’s
other CDC, located in Building
5101, features the Strong Be-
ginnings program from 1-4 p.m.

“Strong Beginnings is a
five-day program because chil-
dren attend school five days a
week,” said Kandler, explain-
ing that the program mirrors
the Department of Defense De-
pendents Schools’ school year
calendar.

Care, for children of working
parents, is provided before and
after the Strong Beginnings
classes, she added.

With a curriculum based on
the Creative Curriculum pro-
gram, a widely used early devel-
opment program in the United
States, a typical week might in-
clude the following academic
schedule:

Monday: Language/Lit-
eracy; Tuesday: Mathematics;
Wednesday: Science and Tech-
nology; Thursday: Social Stud-
ies; Friday: Physical Develop-
ment.

Classrooms feature several
learning stations including:
math, science/discovery, lan-
guage/literacy, writing, art, cre-
ative expression, sand and wa-
ter, technology, blocks/con-
struction, music/movement, fine
motor, rotated woodworking

and cooking.
“We now have early learn-

ing standards,” said Cynthia
Bommarito, USAG Wiesbaden
CYSS training and curriculum
specialist, “that say these are
skills children must have in or-
der to enter kindergarten.”

Bommarito, who attended
training in the United States to
prepare for the new program,
said, “It’s designed to prepare
children to be ready to go to
kindergarten. We’re doing more
intentional teaching.”

USAG Wiesbaden was se-
lected as one of the pilot sites in
Europe to offer the new pro-
gram.

For more information about
the “Strong Beginnings Pre-K”
program parents should inquire
at their local Child Development
Center or at the Central Enroll-
ment Office.

Program helps ready youths for kindergarten
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The new Child, Youth and School Services “Strong Begin-
nings Pre-K” program is aimed at helping prepare children
for their first school experience.

Photo by Karl Weisel

Help save a life
The Wiesbaden Community Spouses Club, in associa-
tion with the Armed Services Blood Bank Center-Eu-
rope, sponsors a community-wide blood drive Jan. 28
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Community Activity
Center on Wiesbaden Army Airfield. Give blood and
enter to win a $50 gift certificate. Visit www.
militarylifeforce.com for information on donating.
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U.S. Army Garrison Wies-
baden leaders in cooperation
with the Defense Commissary
Agency and Medical Command
awarded the following employ-
ees for excellent customer ser-
vice for the month of December.
Awardees received a certificate
of appreciation and an on-the-
spot cash award:

Danny Batara, sales store
technician, works in the
Wiesbaden Commissary. His
consistent attitude and stan-
dard of customer service has
been noted by both his cowork-
ers and store patrons. Most
recently notable was Batara’s
willingness to help a customer
with physical limitations to com-
plete his shopping. “I want to
let you know that this employee
went out of his way to assist me
in my shopping. …He was just
so happy to help me,” said the
customer.

Margaret Ann Beck, a reg-
istered nurse who works in the
Wiesbaden Army Health Clinic,
was a standout because of her
undying consideration, com-
passion, work ethic and cus-
tomer care. “The nominee takes
her work seriously, but knows
how to make patients smile. ...
She knows how to help smooth
out their problems and accom-
modate their needs,” said a su-
perior who recommended Beck
to the Customer Service Awards
Board.

Kaiserud Din works in the
Directorate Public Works Hous-
ing Division where customers
have often noted the customer
service rendered. He has been
deemed a go-to employee by
his peers and often works after

hours to thoroughly assist cus-
tomers. Most notably, Din sac-
rificed approved leave to ac-
commodate redeployment pro-
cessing of 1st Armored Divi-
sion Soldiers.

Marcus Ebert, Directorate
of Logistics office furnisher
manager, has planned and or-
ganized moves for all
transitioning units, directorates
and organizations in the
Wiesbaden area of operations.
His efforts have saved the gar-
rison labor hours and money.
As a result he has received many
satisfactory Installation Cus-
tomer Evaluation comments
from several directorates and
agencies in the garrison.

Alberto Marquez, Director-
ate of Plans, Training, Mobili-
zation and Security plans spe-
cialist, always seeks to find out
the customer’s needs while
going the extra step to ensure

Rewarding superior service

success of the customer. His
efforts have led to improvement
in internal processes, while si-
multaneously improving the
quality of garrison operations
among the directorates and
agencies. Recently Marquez
reported a record for the num-
ber of official taskings received
and completed for the garrison.

Forrest Price of the
Wiesbaden Dining Facility
staff, received many favorable
ICE feedback program com-
ments from dining facility cus-
tomers. “His approach to cus-
tomer service makes dining an
enjoyable experience for every-
one he comes in contact with.
The customer service culture in
the dining facility is changing
for the better and Forrest is an
integral part of this transforma-
tion which is an outstanding
example of customer service in
the USAG Wiesbaden.”

Ebert

DinBatara Beck

PriceMarquez

Photo by Sara Goodeyon

Seed money
Chaplain (Col.) Bruce Fredrickson,
U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden
assistant staff chaplain, and
Michael Mellows with Friends on
the Lahn Lodge 860 of Giessen,
discuss how to use the lodge's
$250 donation to the Wiesbaden
Chapel to begin a single Soldier
outreach program.  The chapel
received other  donations during
the holiday season. Among them
was a $500 donation from Clyde
Barton and members of the
American Military Scottish Rite
Bodies Orient of NATO Bases.
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Community notes ... Community notes
PWOC spring kickoff

The Wiesbaden Protestant
Women of the Chapel invite
everyone to the spring kickoff
of their “Cleaning Out a Space
at Jesus’ Feet” program Jan. 21
from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Wiesbaden Army Airfield
Chapel. The event will feature
Leslie Jarrow, PWOC European
prayer coordinator, and lunch
will be provided. Child care will
be available. Contact pwoc-
wiesbaden@hotmail.com.

MLK Lunch,
inauguration event

Two special Equal Opportu-
nity events are slated for Janu-
ary. A Dr. Martin Luther King
luncheon will be held Jan. 15 at
the Wiesbaden Army Airfield
Community Activity Center at
11:30 a.m. The Wiesbaden High
School choir will perform and
Paul Brown will present an in-
terpretive dance performance
staged to a musical version of
Dr. King’s famous “I Have A
Dream” speech. On Jan. 20 the
CAC will be the place to catch a
live broadcast of the Presiden-
tial Inauguration. The event is
free with doors opening at 5
p.m. and entertainment by the
WHS band starting at 5:30 p.m.
The swearing in will occur at 6
p.m. For more information on
EO programs and how to be-
come a volunteer contact Mas-
ter Sgt. Mark Jordan at mil 337-
5897.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous

meet every Thursday at the
Hainerberg Chapel activities
room. Meetings start at 6 p.m.
Help kick off 2009 and join in the
camaraderie. Call civ (0151) 5125
3104 or (0152) 0746 6764 for more
information.

Casualty assistance
training

As a casualty notification
officer or casualty assistance
officer you will have the honor
and duty of assisting the family
of someone who has paid the
ultimate price in defense of the
nation. U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden offers CNO train-
ing Jan. 29 from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. and CAO training
Jan. 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at Wiesbaden’s Flyers Theater
on Wiesbaden Army Airfield.
Call Sean Crady at mil 337-7668

for more information.

Public speaking
workshops

The U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden Equal Opportunity
Office features the first of a se-
ries of brown bag lunch work-
shops featuring Jasandra Brown
speaking about public speak-
ing Jan. 22 at noon in Building
1023E, Room 220 on Wiesbaden
Army Airfield.

Emergency care
providers needed

Help make a difference in a
child’s life by becoming an
Emergency placement care pro-
vider. Caring individuals are
sought by the Wiesbaden Fam-
ily Advocacy Program willing
to open their hearts and homes
to military children needing a
little extra love and attention
when their parents or guard-
ians are temporarily unable to
care for them. The program is
designed to provide short term
care for a child needing uncon-
ditional love during a diffi-
cult time. Call civ (0611) 4080
234 if interesting in helping.

Retirement and
transition briefings

The Wiesbaden Transition
Center features various brief-
ings to help Soldiers and their
families prepare for transition
and/or retirement. Pre-retire-
ment briefings are held from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. in Room 210, Build-
ing 1023W on Wiesbaden
Army Airfield. Upcoming pre-
retirement briefings will be held
Jan. 21, April 22, July 22 and
Oct. 21. Call mil 337-6296 6638 to
reserve a space. Transitioning
Soldiers are required to attend a
pre-separation briefing at least
90 days before their transition
date. Briefings are held from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Flyers The-
ater on Wiesbaden Army Air-
field. Upcoming dates are Feb.
10, March 10, April 14, May 12,
June 9, July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 8,
Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8.
Soldiers reaching 14 and a half
years of active duty service
should attend a Career Status
Bonus/REDUX briefing to learn
about all aspects of the new
retirement system. CSB/REDUX
briefings will be held Feb. 10,
March 10, April 14, May 12,
June 9, July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 8,
Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8 from

9-10 a.m. in Room 107, Building
1023W on Wiesbaden Army
Airfield. Call mil 337-6296 or 6638
to reserve a seat.

Deployment discouts
Don’t forget that families of

deployed service members are
eligible for discounts at
Rheinblick Golf Course and the
Wiesbaden Army Airfield
Bowling Center. Call Mark Smith
at mil 336-2791 or Sharon Parker
at mil 335-5654 for details.

Mommy,  Daddy 101
The Family Advocacy and

New Parent Support Programs
feature a Mommy and Daddy
101 class from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Feb. 11 at the Army Community
Service Conference Room. Call
civ (0611) 408 0234 for details.

Financial Readiness
A Family Readiness Group

Leader and Liaison Officer Cer-
tification Training class will be
held from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb.
10. An FRG Forum/Senior
Leader Roundtable will be held

from 10 a.m. to noon
Feb. 11. Classes are
held in the Army
Community Service
Conference Room.

Call mil 335-5234.

Job Readiness
Upcoming Employment

Readiness classes include
Dress for Success Feb. 9, Em-
ployment Orientation and
Resumix Feb. 10, Resume and
Cover Letter Feb. 11 and Inter-
view Techniques Feb. 12.
Classes are held from 2-3 p.m. in
the Army Community Service
Conference Room in Hainerberg
Housing. Call civ (0611) 408 0234.

WCSC happenings
The Wiesbaden Spouses

Club holds a crystal bingo lun-
cheon Jan. 28. Interested mem-
bers can make reservations at
wcsc_a.l_reservations@yahoo.com
(for last names A-L) and
wcsc_m.z_reservations@yahoo.com
(last names M-Z). Membership
is half price staring in January
— $10. Other January WCSC
activities include walking
groups, a swimming pool trip,
Cologne cathedral tour, visit to
Wächtersbach factory, Com-
munity Information Brief,
lunch bunch and more. Email
WCSC_EVENTS@yahoo.com
for more information.
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By 1st Lt. Jamen Miller
Company C, 1-35th Armor Regiment,

Task Force 1-6

Imagine a city where education is not
valued for the immense impact it has on
a child’s life — or where attending a
school of formal education could mean
forfeiting your life.

One did not have to travel far into
Sadr City during the governance of the
extremists and militants to witness the
injustices firsthand. Children did not
attend schools, especially girls, mainly
because veteran teachers had either fled
the city due to violence or simply ceased
teaching because of the threat to their
safety.

Schools that were not being used by
the militia as staging points and hide-
outs were in such a degraded state that
class could not effectively be held.

Now fast-forward to the present day,
when children feel safe enough to walk
to school alone without their parents
escorting them. Neighborhood coun-
cils are fighting political battles to en-
sure schools are resupplied beyond pre-
vious levels, and the importance of a
formal education at all ages is valued.

With the help of Soldiers from Task
Force 1-6 and 3rd Battalion, 42nd Bri-
gade, 11th Iraqi Army Division, schools

in Sadr City have not only been recon-
structed, but reconstituted with the mis-
sion to spread education in an attempt
to end illiteracy and ignorance that makes
militia groups so prevalent – a subtle
way of waging war against special
groups.

In this war-torn city, teachers are
now armed with the dedication to teach
children once again and to attempt to
rebuild their city one child at a time.

The 3rd Platoon, which is part of
Company C “Warlord,” 1st Battalion,
35th Armor Regiment, and Task Force
Regulars, which is in turn attached to
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, Multi-National Division-
Baghdad, in conjunction with their Iraqi
Security Force counterparts from 4th
Company, 3rd Battalion, 42nd Brigade,
11th IA Division, conducted an opera-
tion to deliver backpacks, food and water
to the needy children of the Al-Nahareen
Girls Primary school in the Thawra I
region of Sadr City. The tokens go a long
way to further instill the importance of
education in the minds of the develop-
ing girls who attend the school.

Many of the children received back-
packs already through efforts by the
headmistress, Miriam Mohsen, and
teachers of the school. However, a group

of students who have suffered the sad-
dening loss of their fathers due to vio-
lence have not been rewarded for their
dedication to education. The girls are at
the fourth and fifth levels of their school,
are more than deserving of recognition
for their sacrifices. Upon the platoon’s
arrival, the headmistress called the girls
from their classes and assembled them
in the courtyard.

There were more students occupy-
ing the newly renovated school than the
platoon imagined. The girls were look-
ing around and giggling at the Warlord
Company and 4th Company Soldiers
who flanked them on all sides.

“I believe these girls will help to heal
the wounds of the fighting that has been
caused by the militias — not just figura-
tively, but also literally,” said Spc. Eric
Williams, medic with 3rd Platoon, Com-
pany C, 1-35th Armor. “So many doctors
and nurses have fled the city due to
sectarian violence. My hope is that these
girls will go to college to become the next
generation of doctors and nurses who
will help cure the country of suffering.”

An Iraqi Army officer, 2nd Lt. Farass,
was called forward to help distribute
backpacks to the students who were
organized in front of the assembly.

Speaking with the headmistress when

the event concluded and hearing her
appreciation for 3rd Platoon’s efforts
made the time spent organizing the lo-
gistics and including it into the planning
worthwhile for the Soldiers.

“The dedication that American forces
have shown (in Sadr City) is amazing.
Every day, you show us how much you
care for the children. My wish would be
that everyone in the city can see your
good deeds and help to make sure ev-
erything continues to improve, if only
for the children,” Mohsen said

Soldiers on both sides said they sup-
port her view and look forward to the
day when education is a right afforded
to every child around the country.

Although the scope of the operation
was small when looking at the number of
children reached, the magnitude of the
impact on the community is tremendous.
Gaining support for schools, especially
schools for girls, from the neighbor-
hoods can help ensure the successes
that have been gained in Sadr City are
maintained upon the unit’s departure.

With more public outpouring of sup-
port and the return of teachers to the
area to educate, the potential for more
opportunities for children in the pov-
erty stricken area of the city can con-
tinue in the years and decades to come.

Soldiers provide supplies to school girls
Photo by 1st Lt. Jamen Miller

Capt. Andrew Slack, a Cincinnati native, speaks with girls at the Al-Nahareen Girls Primary School in the Sadr City district of Baghdad Dec. 25.



Page 12    Herald Union    Jan. 15, 2009....................................................................... www.wiesbaden.army.mil

USAG Baumholder — Baumholder, Neubrücke

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava

U.S. Army Garrison
Baumholder Public Affairs

Nothing has greater emo-
tional impact than when some-
one close to you passes on.
Without question, that was the
case for members of the U.S.
Army Garrison Baumholder
when William G. Childs passed
away Dec. 3.

Childs worked for the garri-
son Directorate of Plans, Train-
ing, Mobilization and Security
for nine years as a plans and
operations specialist dealing
mainly with the planning of mili-
tary events such as deployment,
redeployment, reintegration
and other installation opera-
tions.

“I have known Childs since
he began working here in the
garrison, and I was resigned to
lose this valuable member of my
team to another organization in
the U.S., but I never thought I
would lose him to his untimely
death. His loss has been devas-
tating to me and the rest of the
staff. We will never forget him,”
said Bianca Bowen, director of
Plans, Training, Mobilization
and Security.

Before his untimely death,
Childs was ready to depart for

his next assignment at West
Point where he was to work as
an emergency planner.

His experience and knowl-
edge of military operations,
planning and execution stems
from a long career as an infan-
tryman in the U.S. Army.

“He was really a wealth of
knowledge
when deal-
ing with op-
e r a t i o n s ,
p l a n n i n g
and execu-
tion,” said
Bowen. “He
was well re-
spected in
the garrison
and units by
his peers
and superi-
ors and will
be sadly
missed. His
s u d d e n
death has
deprived the
military of his vast knowledge
and experience,” said Bowen.

“William could get more
done with one phone call, than
most people could do with five
memos,” said Laney Rich, a
member of DPTMS and col-
league of Childs. “He was a man

Community loses valued team member
of his word. If William Childs
promised you he was going to
do something for you, consider
it done,” said Rich.

Although he interacted ex-
tensively with garrison and unit
members in the course of his job,
Childs was a very private person.
He shied away from crowds and

social func-
tions, con-
centrating
mostly on
getting his
job done.
His trade-
mark was his
ex tens ive
cap collec-
tion. He was
rarely seen
without one,
indoors or
out. “Will-
iam didn’t
make friends
easily, but if
he consid-
ered you his

friend, you had a friend for life,”
said Rich.

Childs came to Baumholder
in 1999 from Hohenfels where
he worked as an AAFES em-
ployee for a short period after
retiring from the U.S. Army.

Childs was a native of

Photo by Rosemarie Rubalcava

William Childs focuses on the activities of firefighters and
medical personnel during a U.S. Army Garrison Baumholder
force protection exercise.

Photo by Pfc. Evan Loyd

A traditional Soldier’s memorial erected at the Camp Striker
Chapel, Victory Base Complex, pays tribute to Staff Sgt.
Brandon Augustus on Dec. 17.

Staff Sgt. Brandon
Augustus was memorialized by
friends and fellow Soldiers dur-
ing a ceremony at the Camp
Striker Chapel on the Victory
Base Complex Dec. 17.

Augustus, a combat medic
with Company C, 47th Forward
Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Armored Di-
vision, Multi-National Divi-
sion-Baghdad, died Dec. 11 in
Baumholder while on Rest and
Relaxation leave.

“I remember Staff. Sgt.
Augustus after his being named
the NCO of the quarter, flushed
with pride and with a big smile
on his face. It was a good day,
a very good day,” said Lt. Col.
Michel Russell, commander of
47th FSB.

Augustus was born in 1979
and joined the Army in June
1997. After graduating from
Basic Combat Training, at Fort

Leonard Wood, Mo., he at-
tended Advanced Individual
Training at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, and was awarded the
military occupation specialty of
combat medic.

Augustus was then as-
signed to U.S. Army Europe,
where he served with the
Babenhausen Health Clinic,
Würzburg Combat Support
Hospital and finally Company
C, 47th Forward Support Battal-
ion, 2nd BCT, 1st Armored Di-
vision, Baumholder.

“He was a successful,
squared away Soldier,” said 1st
Lt. Gerard Galindo, acting com-
mander of Company C. “I will
always remember his smile.”

Soldiers who memorialized
Augustus remembered him as
the epitome of what a Soldier
should be, referring to his pho-
tograph adorned on the Army
values poster in the headquar-

ters of the 47th FSB.
“He was recognized as a true

example of a leader living the
Army values,” said Capt.
Charles Lahmon, chaplain. “He
lived for others and not himself
and did what was right even
when no one was looking.”

Augustus was also remem-
bered for bringing laughter to
Company C and for being a fam-
ily man.

“He was a great husband,
father and friend,” said Staff
Sgt. Chad Wilson a fellow
medic. “I will never forget about
you.”

Spc. Michael Woywood, a
medic who was supervised by
Augustus, described him as not
the kind of man who talked
about himself.

“One of Staff. Sgt. Augus-
tus’ replies to any assigned mis-
sion was ‘I got it.’ I am going to
miss Augustus,” said Woywood.

Soldier eulogized as epitome of Army values

Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava

A rare moment — William Childs
removes his cap for a photo.

Tuscaloosa, Ala. He is survived
by his ex-wife Miriam and son
Stefano William Childs, 23.

“His memory will remain in-

delible among his colleagues in
the garrison, the Baumholder
community and all who knew
him,” said Bowen.



www.wiesbaden.army.mil ......................................................................... Jan. 15, 2009   Herald Union    Page 13

USAG Baumholder — Baumholder, Neubrücke

Photo by Sgt. Zach Mott

Sgt. Phillip Scott (center), a member of Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment,
Task Force 1-6, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, which is currently
attached to 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division–
Baghdad, pauses before going to the podium to speak about Pfc. Coleman Hinkefent
during a memorial Dec. 29 for the Oklahoma native at Joint Security Station Old MOD.

Mourners gathered at an
outpost in northeastern
Baghdad Dec. 29 to pay tribute
to a fellow Soldier who died
Dec. 20 after a short battle with
leukemia.

Pfc. Coleman Hinkefent was
an infantryman with Company
A, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry
Regiment, Task Force 1-6, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar-
mored Division, which is cur-
rently attached to 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Di-
vision, Multi-National Divi-
sion–Baghdad.

He developed leukemia
while deployed to Iraq and died
after being evacuated to Ger-
many.

The Oklahoma native was
remembered for his ability to
lighten up nearly every situa-
tion and as a man who quickly
adapted and earned the respect
of those with whom he served.

“He had a resounding effect
on the lives of many people he

came in contact with through-
out his life,” said Capt. Aaron
Newcomer, who serves as the
commander of Company A, 1-
6th Infantry Regiment.

Hinkefent joined the Army
in January 2008 and was as-
signed to Task Force 1-6 in June
as it was in the thick of rebuild-
ing Sadr City.

“He reminds me a lot of my-
self during my first deploy-
ment,” said Sgt. Phillip Scott,
who serves with Company A,
TF 1-6.

Scott also recalled a good
natured “war” they shared that
began after the NCO threw a
banana at Hinkefent on a hot,
summer day.

“One thing I remember about
‘Hinke’ was that no matter what,
he would never quit something
he started,” Scott said.

Hinkefent is survived by his
father, Eric, mother, Belinda,
siblings, Emil, Erica and Haley,
and fiancee, Jordan.

Regulars gather to mourn fallen comrade

By Sgt. Whitney Hous-
ton

3rd Brigade Combat Team
Public Affairs Office, 4th

Infantry Division, MND-B

Soldiers gathered at Joint
Security Station Old MOD Jan.
5 to memorialize Cpl. Tony
Gonzales.

Gonzales was killed by a road-
side bomb in Sadr City Dec. 28.

“Cpl. Gonzales epitomized
everything that was right in
young Soldiers today; he was
disciplined, he volunteered for
everything and he did not rest
until the job was done,” said Lt.

Col. Brian Eifler, commander of
1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Armored Division,
which is currently attached to
3rd BCT, 4th Infantry Division,
MND-B.

Gonzales’s company com-
mander, Capt. Andrew Slack,
spoke of some of the good times
of “Gonzo’s” life and his at-the-
ready intelligence as a Soldier.

“Just under two years ago,
Gonzo started out in our 3rd
Platoon as an M1A1 tank driver.
Gonzo was tall, skinny and
lanky; his voice squeaked some-
times, and when we went to the
field he grew the customary field
moustache that looked more like
something that he got from a
Halloween costume rather than
something he had grown him-
self. But at the ripe age of 18 he
stood out amongst his peers as
a very intelligent and mature
Soldier with an inclination to
quickly understand and learn
things.”

Friend and colleague Staff
Sgt. Timothy Cannon contin-
ued to speak of Gonzo’s profi-
ciency and good attitude as a
versatile Soldier.

Photos by Sgt. Whitney Houston

A traditional display of combat boots, identification tags,
an M-4 carbine and an Army combat helmet sits in front of
a slide show playing in memory of Cpl. Tony Gonzales, who
served with Company C, 1st Battalion, 35th Armor Regi-
ment, Task Force 1-6, 2nd Brigade Combat Team.

“Cpl. Gonzales was just one
of those Soldiers that whatever
job you put him in, he loved
doing it. He who would give 100
percent, from driving a tank,
from being the unit armorer, fly-
ing his UAV and being a dis-
mount; whatever he did he gave
his all.”

Cannon also spoke of
Gonzo’s good humor and de-
sire to make people laugh.

“One of my personal memo-
ries that I will never forget of
Gonzo is when the guys would
be playing Call of Duty 4. He
would tell everyone what each
weapon was and what kind of
round it fired while they were
trying to play, and all they could
do was laugh, cause that was
Gonzo. ‘Just trying to help,’ he
would say.”

From speaker to speaker
throughout the memorial ser-
vice it was clear that he was an
intelligent and proficient Sol-
dier, as well as a family member
who would be missed and re-
membered forever.

Gonzales is survived by his
parents Tony and Marlynn
Gonzales, as well as his sisters
Shaula, Tammy and Megan.

A Soldier sits full of emo-
tion in front of a display for
Cpl. Tony Gonzales.

Task Force 1-6 memorializes Cpl. Tony Gonzales



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


