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AECS-S 24 April 2015 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR 
 
Commanders of USAREUR Major Subordinate Commands, USAREUR Specialized 

Commands, and United States Army Garrisons 
Army in Europe Soldiers, Civilian Employees, and Family Members 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Motorcycle Safety:  Reflective Apparel for Motorcycle Operators and 
Passengers 
 

This memorandum expires in 1 year. 
 
1.  This memorandum supersedes memorandum, USAREUR, AECS-S, 27 June 2013, 
subject as above. 
 
2.  References: 
 
 a.  AR 385-10, The Army Safety Program, chapter 11, Motor Vehicle Accident 
Prevention. 
 
 b.  AE Regulation 190-1, Driver and Vehicle Requirements and the Installation 
Traffic Code for the U.S. Forces in Germany, chapter 5, U.S. Forces Traffic Code for 
Installations in Germany. 
 
3.  Commanders will ensure that all personnel operating motorcycles, mopeds, 
motorbikes, all-terrain vehicles, or similar vehicles on an Army installation wear the 
personal protective equipment (PPE) listed in the references.  In addition, the following 
requirements for wearing reflective apparel apply to motorcyclists throughout the Army 
in Europe: 
 
 a.  Soldiers assigned to Army in Europe units will wear a vest, jacket, upper outer 
garment, or motorcycle clothing that incorporates fluorescent and highly reflective 
material at all times when operating or riding as a passenger on the vehicles described 
above, on and off post, regardless of local civilian requirements.  Military uniforms, 
including Army physical fitness test wear that is designed to be reflective, do not meet 
this criterion. 
 
 b.  Civilian employees (including contractors, but excluding local national employees) 
and Family members will wear a vest, jacket, upper outer garment, or motorcycle 
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clothing that incorporates fluorescent and highly reflective material when operating or 
riding as a passenger on the vehicles described above while on U.S. Army installations 
and are highly encouraged to wear this type of equipment off installations. 
 
 c.  Personnel other than those described in subparagraphs a and b above are highly 
encouraged to wear a vest, jacket, upper outer garment, or motorcycle clothing that 
incorporates fluorescent and highly reflective material at all times when operating or 
riding as a passenger on the vehicles described above while on U.S. Army installations. 
 
  d.  All motorcycle operators and passengers must ensure reflective outer garments 
are properly secured, clearly visible, and not covered.  The lightweight mesh physical 
training vest is not authorized to be worn as a fluorescent and reflective vest on the 
vehicles described above.  The vest may, however, be used to cover a backpack, but 
must be secured. 
 
4.  Incidents involving individuals who do not comply with paragraph 3a or b will be 
addressed using the suspension and revocation procedures in chapter 2, section II, of 
reference 2b for incidents occurring in Germany, or other country-specific licensing 
regulations as appropriate. 
 
5.  Leaders are encouraged to spotcheck their Soldiers to ensure they are wearing the 
proper PPE while entering and exiting U.S. Army installations. 
 
6.  The policy in this memorandum will be published in AE Regulation 190-1 before this 
memorandum expires. 
 
 
 
 
 MARKUS T. LAUBENTHAL 
 Brigadier General, GS 
 Chief of Staff 
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